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Mark schemes are prepared by the Lead Assessment Writer and considered, together with the relevant 
questions, by a panel of subject teachers.  This mark scheme includes any amendments made at the 
standardisation events which all associates participate in and is the scheme which was used by them in 
this examination.  The standardisation process ensures that the mark scheme covers the students’ 
responses to questions and that every associate understands and applies it in the same correct way.  
As preparation for standardisation each associate analyses a number of students’ scripts.  Alternative 
answers not already covered by the mark scheme are discussed and legislated for.  If, after the 
standardisation process, associates encounter unusual answers which have not been raised they are 
required to refer these to the Lead Examiner. 
 
It must be stressed that a mark scheme is a working document, in many cases further developed and 
expanded on the basis of students’ reactions to a particular paper.  Assumptions about future mark 
schemes on the basis of one year’s document should be avoided; whilst the guiding principles of 
assessment remain constant, details will change, depending on the content of a particular examination 
paper. 
 
No student should be disadvantaged on the basis of their gender identity and/or how they refer to the 

gender identity of others in their exam responses. 

 

A consistent use of ‘they/them’ as a singular and pronouns beyond ‘she/her’ or ‘he/him’ will be credited in 

exam responses in line with existing mark scheme criteria. 
 
Further copies of this mark scheme are available from aqa.org.uk 
 

  

Copyright information 

 

AQA retains the copyright on all its publications.  However, registered schools/colleges for AQA are permitted to copy material from this booklet for their own 

internal use, with the following important exception: AQA cannot give permission to schools/colleges to photocopy any material that is acknowledged to a third 

party even for internal use within the centre. 

 

Copyright © 2024 AQA and its licensors.  All rights reserved. 
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Reading tests 

 

General principles of marking 

 

Follow the mark scheme as set out. 
 

Answers (English or target language) 
1. The basic principle of assessment is that students should gain credit for what they know, understand 

and can do; provided their written response communicates the required message without ambiguity, it 

will get the mark.  The following guidance should be borne in mind when marking. 

 

(a)  Credit should be given for all answers which convey the key idea required intelligibly and without 

 ambiguity.  This applies whether the answer is in English or target language.  A separate assessment 

 of spelling, punctuation and grammar is not required because of the nature of the answers.  

However, these aspects are an integral part of assessing communication and marks cannot be 

awarded where errors in spelling, punctuation or grammar lead to a failure to communicate the 

required information without ambiguity. 

(b)  Where a student has given alternatives or additional information in an answer, the following criteria 

 should be applied: – if the alternative/addition does not contradict the key idea/make it ambiguous, 

 accept – if the alternative/addition contradicts the key idea or makes it ambiguous, reject. 

(c)  Where numbered lines are given within a question/section of a question, credit should be given for 

 correct answers, no matter which line they appear on. 

(d) Where a question has more than one section (eg (i) and (ii)), a candidate may include as part of the 

 answer to one section the information required to answer another section, eg in Listening, 

 information required to answer section (ii) might be given as part of the answer to section (i).  In such 

 cases, credit should be given for having answered section (ii), provided that no incorrect answer has 

 been given for that section in the correct place on the question paper. 

 

2. In questions where students are asked to give for example a list of three items, only the first three 

items they write down should be considered for assessment purposes. 

 

3. No mark scheme can cover all possible answers.  When in doubt, look for the key idea. 

 

4. Where a student has crossed out an answer and what was underneath remains legible then it should 

be marked.  When part of an answer is crossed out, then only what remains should be considered. 

 

5. .../.. means that these are acceptable alternative answers in the mark scheme.  (.....) means that this 

information is not needed for full marks to be awarded. 
 

6. The following general principles should be applied in relation to answers in the target language: 

(a)  Incorrect personal pronouns – accept (unless this causes ambiguity). 

(b)  Incorrect possessive adjectives – accept (unless this causes ambiguity). 

(c) Wrong gender – accept (unless this causes ambiguity). 

(d) Infinitive – will normally communicate without ambiguity, so should be accepted. 

(e) Wrong tense – accept as long as student comprehension is not in question. 

(f)  Minor spelling errors – accept as long as the answer is understandable with no ambiguity.  This 

means that even if the spelling error results in the creation of a word in another language including 

English, then provided it is a recognisable attempt at a spelling in the target language, it will be 

credited. 
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Section A Reading and Translation (Questions 1–5) 
 
Comprehension questions to be answered in target language (Assessment Objective 2 only). 
 
Where the natural answer to a question consists entirely or partly of words or phrases from the 
recording, students may use that material without rephrasing it.  Minor spelling errors which do not distort 
the meaning will be tolerated.  However, the AO1 mark will not be awarded for a response in which the 
student includes irrelevant material or inappropriate information from the stimulus, eg by ‘lifting’ an 
element from the original which does not match the phrasing of the question set. 
 
Summary question (AO2 and AO3) 

 

Qu  Accept Mark Notes 

01.1 

• [unHA we raj wrbar iv<c isrP is<K hI nhIM 

blik hor WrmA we lok vI ([u>ce ]huiw]A qe) 

inyukq sn . 

• [unHA we raj wrbar iv<c nOkrI]A Wrm we ]War 

qe nhIM blik yogqa we ]War qe iw<qI]A jAwI]A 

sn . 

1 

One mark for any of these 

responses. 

 

Qu  Accept Mark Notes 

01.2 

• ([unHA ne iznHA izlaik]A wI) jnqa qe kozI 

]<iq]acar nhIM hox iw<qa . 

• (wUsre WrmA we lokA qe) is<K Wrm Qopx wI koiSS 

nhIM kIqI. 

1 

One mark for any of these 

responses 

 

Qu  Accept Mark Notes 

01.3 

• sunihrI msijw ¥ muf muslmanA we hvale  

kIqa  . 

• ‘hZrq waqa gNj bKS’ / ‘mOj-ze-wir]a’ vrge 

mkbir]A wI murNmq (vI rajsI KZane qoM rkm 

we ke) krvazI . 

2 

Candidates need to list both 

points. 1 mark for each 

point 

 

Qu  Accept Mark Notes 

01.4 
(lahOr ivKe) lokA we izlaj lzI iz<k muPq 

hspqal KulHvaiz]a . 
1 
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Qu  Accept Mark Notes 

01.5 iw]alU 1  

 

Qu  Accept Mark Notes 

01.6 qakq 1  

 

Qu  Accept Mark Notes 

01.7 ]<iq]acar 1  
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Summary question (AO2 and AO3) 

 

Qu 02 Key idea Mark Notes 

Bullet 1 

pNjab iv<c ivWan sBa wI]A coxA iv<c ]OrqA wI 

pRqIinWqa: \ 

• ]<j q<k pNjab wI rajnIqI iv<c ]OrqA wI BagIwarI 

bhuq Gt rhI hE . 

• (1952 qoM) pNjab iv<c ivWan sBa wI]A coxA iv<c hux 

q<k isrP  507 ]OrqA ne [umIwvar bx ke ih<sa il]a 

hE . 

• ]<j q<k isrP  89 ]OrqA pNjab wI ivWan sBa lzI 

cuxI]A gzI]A hn, (jw ik 1799 mrw ivWaizk cuxe 

ja cu<ke hn ) . 

2 
Any two of these bullets. 

One mark for each bullet. 

Bullet 2 

mu<K mNqrI we ]huwe qe kNm krn valI izsqrI bare 

jaxkarI:  

• raijNwr kOr B<Tl pNjab wI pihlI izsqrI mu<K mNqrI 

sI . 

• (kAgrs partI wI) raijNwr kOr B<Tl wa karj kal 

isrP  82 iwnA wa sI (jo ik pNjab we hux q<k rih cu<ke 

mu<K mNqrI]A iv<coM sB qoM Cota sI) .  

• B<Tl pNjab wI pihlI izsqrI [up mu<K mNqrI vI rih 

cu<kI hE . 

3 One mark for each bullet. 

Bullet 3 

mNqrI we ]huwe qe kNm krn valI]A izsqrI]A: 

• hux q<k kuJ hI izsqrI]A ne mNqrI we pw qe kNm kIqa 

hE .  

• (SRomxI ]kalI wl partI wI) daktr [uipNwrjIq kOr 

pNjab wI pihlI ]qe iz<ko-iz<k ]Orq iv<q mNqrI bxI . 

• pihlI ]qe iz<ko-iz<k musilm mNqrI (kAgrs partI 

wI) rZI]a sulqan sI . 

• mOjUwa (smeM wI ]am ]awmI partI) srkar iv<c isrP 

wo ]OrqA mNqrI we ]huwe qe inyukq hn (]nmol ggn 

man ]qe daktr bljIq kOr) . 

2 
Any two of these bullets. 

One mark for each point. 
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The marks for content (AO2) and language (AO3) are awarded independently.  Long summaries will be 

marked for content (AO2) or language (AO3) only as far as the first natural break (usually the end of  

a sentence or main clause) between 90 and 100 words.  Short summaries are not subject to an 

automatic penalty but in practice are unlikely to include all the required content points and will therefore 

be self- penalising. 

 
The AO2 mark is awarded for content points which contain the required information, regardless of 
whether those points are expressed in the student’s own words, or are partly or wholly lifted from the 
text.  However, no AO2 mark will be awarded for a content point where the student includes 
irrelevant material or copies inappropriately from the stimulus, eg by ‘lifting’ an element from the original 
which does not match the phrasing of the bullet point.  *‘Lifted’ language will not be eligible for credit 
when the AO3 mark is awarded. 
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*Generic example of ‘lifted’ language: 
 
1 
Text includes Having finished her studies, she became a doctor. 
Summary task includes the bullet point What she did before becoming a doctor. 
Correct answer is She studied. 
Student writes in response to that bullet point Having finished her studies, she became a doctor. 
No credit for AO2 because the response does not match the phrasing of the bullet point. (Also no credit 
for AO3 because of lifting.) 
 
2 
Text includes … because computers will replace teachers. 
Summary task includes the bullet point Technological changes anticipated. 
Correct answer is Computers will replace teachers or, to demonstrate successful manipulation, Teachers 
will be replaced by computers. 
Student writes in response to that bullet point because computers will replace teachers. 
No credit for AO2 because the response does not match the phrasing of the bullet point. (Also no credit 
for AO3 because of lifting). 

 

Minor errors are defined as those which do not affect communication. 

 

Serious errors are defined as those which adversely affect communication. 

 

Minor errors include: 

incorrect but close to correct spellings 

incorrect genders and consequential errors of agreement 

incorrect or missing accents unless these alter the meaning. 

 

Serious errors include: 

incorrect verb forms especially irregular forms 

incorrect use of pronouns 

missing or incorrect agreements of adjectives or past participles. 

 

Complex language includes: 

use of pronouns of all types 

tenses that support conceptual complexity (as in si sentences) 

connectives supporting a range of subordinate clauses including those requiring subjunctive 

constructions with verbs and verbs followed by infinitive with correct preposition 

use of present and past participles. 

 

The above examples are neither prescriptive nor exhaustive. 
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Mark AO3 quality of language marks in listening and reading summary tasks 

5 

The language produced is mainly accurate with only occasional minor errors.  The student 

shows a consistently secure grasp of grammar and is able to manipulate complex language 

accurately where required by the task. 

4 

The language produced is generally accurate, but there are some minor errors.  The student 

shows a generally good grasp of grammar and is often able to manipulate complex language 

accurately where required by the task. 

3 

The language produced is reasonably accurate, but there are a few serious errors.  The 

student shows a reasonable grasp of grammar and is sometimes able to manipulate complex 

language accurately where required by the task. 

2 

The language produced contains many errors.  The student shows some grasp of grammar 

and is occasionally able to manipulate complex language accurately where required by the 

task. 

1 

The language produced contains many errors of a basic nature.  The student shows little 

grasp of grammar and is rarely able to manipulate complex language accurately where 

required by the task. 

0 The student produces nothing worthy of credit. 

 
 
Indicative content  
 
Summary 1: 89 words – AO3 5/5 
 

]<j q<k pNjab wI rajnIqI iv<c ]OrqA wI BUimka bhuq G<t rhI hE . pNjab ivWan sBa wI]A ]<j q<k hozI]A 

coxA iv<c isrP  507 ]Orq [umIwvarA ne ih<sa il]a hE . pNjab wI iz<ko-iz<k ]Orq mu<K mNqrI raijNwr kOr B<Tl 

sI ijs wa karjkal  82 iwnA wa irha . B<Tl pNjab wI pihlI izsqrI [up mu<K mNqrI vI rih cu<kI hE . pNjab 

srkar iv<c hux q<k mNqrI we ]huwe qe vI ]OrqA G<t hI rhI]A hn . pNjab wI iz<ko-iz<k izsqrI iv<q mNqrI 

[uipNwrjIq kOr rhI hE . 

 
Summary 2: 66 words – AO3 4/5 

 

pNjab wI rajnIqI iv<c ]OrqA wI BUimka G<t rhI hE . pNjab ivWan sBa wI]A coxA iv<c mrwA wI igxqI 

iZ]awa rhI hE . pNjab wI ]Orq mu<K mNqrI raijNwr kOr B<Tl sI . B<Tl pNjab wI pihlI izsqrI [u>p mu<K 

mNqrI vI rih cu<kI hE . pNjab srkar iv<c mNqrI ]huwe qe vI ]OrqA G<t hI rhI]A hn . musilm mNqrI rZI]a 

sulqan sI . 
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Summary 3: 50 words – AO3 3/5 
 

pNjab wI rajnIqI iv<c ]OrqA G<t hE . CoxA iv<c mrwA iZ]awa hE – 1799 . isrP 89 ]OrqA mNqrI sI . ]Orq 

mu<K mNqrI raijNwr sI . pNjab srkar iv<c mNqrI ]huwe qe ]OrqA G<t hI rhI]A hn . musilm mNqrI rZI]a 

sulqan sI . rZI]a ]qe ]nmol mNqrI .  

Summary 4: 30 words – AO3 2/5 
 

rajnIt iv<c ]Ort G<t – 507 [umidvaf . mrd ivWan sBa jawa . B<Tl 82 iwn ]te ]Ort mu<K mNtrI . srkar 

iv<c ]Ort mNtrI rZI]a, ]nmol. jada nhIM ]OrtA .  

 
Summary 5: 25 words – AO3 1/5 
 

pNjab ivc ]Orq Gt rajnITI . jawe rajnITI mrw hE . B<Tl muk mNtrI hE ]Ort hE . izstr iv<T mNtrI daktr 

[uipNwrjIt hE .  
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Comprehension questions (Assessment Objective 2) 

Qu Accept Mark Notes 

03.1 

1. DolI wI qal wI lE] muqabk hI n<cx vale (pihlA 

hOlI ]qe iPr qeZ gqI iv<c) n<cwe hn . 

2. cNga DolI (sohxI]A qalA vja ke) [unHA lokA ¥ vI 

nca iwNwa hE ijhfe n<cxa nhIM jaxwe . 

  

2  

 

 
One mark for any of these 
responses.   

 

Qu Accept Mark Notes 

03.2 

• (paiksqan qoM) Barq ]aze SrnarQI pirvarA we 

[uprail]A krke 

• ivsaKI we meil]A  qoM izlava kzI mOik]A / QAvA qe 

(BNgfe we) pRwrSnA krke 

• sNn 1954 iv<c gxqNqr iwvs wI pred iv<c 

(BNgfe we) pRwrSn krke 

• iFlmA iv<c nZr ]a[ux krke / pRwrSnA krke 

 

3 
 
One mark for any 3 of these 
responses.   

 

Qu Accept Mark Notes 

03.3 

1. BNgfe iv<c paiz]a jax vala rNgla pihrava (ijs 

iv<c rNgIn kufqI, lUNgI, wup<ta, qurle valI p<g 

]aiw Saml hn) . 

2. pNjabI gaizk/ klakarA (suirNwr iCNwa, surjIq 

ibNwrKI]a ]qe ze&]E>s& kNg) we gIqA ]qe bolI]A . 

 

2 
One mark for each of these 
responses.   
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Qu Accept Mark Notes 

04.1 

1. [unHA ne (12 sal wI [umr qoM hI) SasqrI sNgIq wI 

iv<iw]a lzI . 

2. [unHA ne pit]ala sNgIq Graxe (we [usqawA) qoM 

TumrI (]qe gZl) ga[ux wa hunr is<iK]a . 

3. [unHA ne (kuNwn lal Srma qoM) kaFI]A ga[ux wI 

kla is<KI . 

3 
One mark for each of these 
responses. 

 

Qu Accept Mark Notes 

04.2 

(vWere pRis<WI imlx wa mu<K karn sI) ]E>c&]Em&vI& 

kNpnI v<loM izs gIq wI irkaridNg / izs irkard wI 

vWere ivkrI . 

1 

One mark for any of the 

responses separated by 

slashes. 

 

Qu Accept Mark Notes 

04.3 

(iw<lI ]a[ux qoM ba]w) [unHA ne kzI pNjabI gIq 

gaze ijveM ik iSv kumar btalvI we ilKe gIq / 

baba bu<le Sah wI]A kaFI]A /  Warimk gaxe / lok 

gIq . 

1 

 

One mark. 

  

 

Qu  Accept Mark Notes 

04.4 

Barq srkar ne suirNwr kOr jI ¥ ivweSA iv<c (cIn 

]qe rUs ivKe) sNgIq smarohA iv<c ga[ux lzI  

Beij]a . 

1 
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Qu  Accept Mark Notes 

04.5 

• (sNn 2002 iv<c) gurU nank wev yUnIvristI ne 

[unHA ¥ dOktret wI idgrI iw<qI .  

• (sNn 2006 iv<c) Barq srkar ne kla we Keqr iv<c 

[unHA we yogwan lzI [unHA ¥ pwm SRI ]vard / 

purskar iw<qa .  

• ([unHA wI mOq qoM ba]w Barq we pRWan mNqrI) 

daktr mnmohn isNG ne suirNwr kOr ¥ ([unHA wI 

surIlI ]avaZ krke) ‘pNjab wI koizl’ kih ke [unHA 

wa ]awr kIqa . 

2 

Candidates need to list 2 

points. 

One mark for any two of 

these three responses 
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Question 5 Translation (into English) (Assessment Objective 2) 
 
Translation into English  
Acceptable quality of English in translations into English. 
 
Errors of spelling 
Where the candidate’s attempted spelling is a recognisable form of the correct spelling and does not 
correspond to another English word, the attempted spelling is accepted eg weight mis-spelt as waight is 
acceptable but mis-spelt as wait gives another word and so causes ambiguity.  
 
Alternative answers 
Examiners will be provided with a range of alternative answers in mark schemes but in the event that 
these do not legislate for all versions and variations which candidates might produce, the guiding principle 
will be that answers that convey the same intended meaning are accepted.    
 
A successful translation 
Translation will be deemed successful if an English speaker would understand the translation and if each 
element of the original text figures in the translation. 
 

Qu  

5 

The table below shows the type of answer that is acceptable for each section of the text.  
 
Award one mark per correct section then divide by two for a final mark out of 10.  Half marks 
should be rounded up. 

Box  Accept Reject 

1 ipCle kuJ salA qoM For the last few years  

2 pNjabI GrA iv<c in Panjabi homes  

3 rotI bxa[ux wI making chapattis  

4 prNpra the tradition of  

5 GtwI ja rhI hE . has been reducing.  

6 pihlA isrP Kas mOik]A qe hI lok Earlier, only on special occasions  

7 Dabe we vNn-suvNne ]qe svaw Kaxe KAwe sn , 
people ate myriad and tasty foods 
in eateries, 

 

8 pr hux qA but now  
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9 kzI lokA lzI for many people  

10 izh ]am g<l ho gzI hE . 
this has become a common 
occurrence. 

 

11 iz<k smA sI There was a time  

12 jwoM pNjab we lok when Panjabi people  

13 Gr wa bix]a qaZa Kaxa , (ate) fresh homemade food,  

14 ijveM ik such as  

15 srHoM wa sag, m<kI wI rotI, wal, pUfe ]qe KIr Ka ke 
mustard/ leafy greens, cornmeal 
chapatti, lentils, pancakes and rice 
pudding  

 

16 KuS huNwe sn / ishqmNw rihNwe sn . felt happy / stayed healthy.  

17 pr ]<j k<lH wI nOjvan pIfHI But today’s young generation  

18 izs qrHA we pOSitk Bojn wI bjaze 
instead of such wholesome/ 
balanced food 

 

19 Bojn bahroM mNgva ke Ka rhI hE 
is getting and eating takeaway food 
(food bought from outside home) 

 

20 ]qe ]apxI ishq ¥ Krab kr rhI hE . and is damaging their own health.  
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Section B Writing (Research Project)  (Optional questions 6–9) 
 
(Assessment Objectives 2, 3 and 4) 

 
Assessment criteria 

 

Each assessment objective should be assessed independently. 

 

Students are advised to write approximately 300 words per essay.  Everything that students write must 

be assessed; there is no word limit.  Students writing the recommended length have access to the full 

range of marks. 

 

Assessment Objective 2 

 

Mark AO2 

9–10  

Very good evaluation of the research topic 
 
The relevant information from the written source material has been fully understood.  This 
information is consistently linked to research findings to form appropriate arguments and 
conclusions. 

7–8  

Good evaluation of the research topic 
 
Most of the relevant information in the written source material has been clearly understood.  
This information is often linked to research findings to form appropriate arguments and 
conclusions. 

5–6  

Reasonable evaluation of the research topic 
 
Some of the relevant information in the written source material has been understood.  This 
information is sometimes linked to research findings to form appropriate arguments and 
conclusions. 

3–4  

Limited evaluation of the research topic 
 
A limited amount of relevant information in the written source has been understood.  This 
information is occasionally linked to research findings to form appropriate arguments and 
conclusions. 

1–2  

Very limited evaluation of the research topic 
 
A very limited amount of the relevant information in the written source has been understood.  
This information is rarely if ever linked to research findings to form appropriate arguments 
and conclusions. 

0 The student produces nothing worthy of credit. 

 

For guidance on the evaluation of the written source in relation to the research findings, examiners are 

advised to refer to the indicative content for these questions.  AO2 marks should be awarded for the 

success with which students have demonstrated their understanding of the written source provided and 

linked information in that source to their research findings.  For examples, see items marked ‘AO2’ in 

indicative content. 
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Assessment Objective 3 

 

AO3 

9–10  

The language produced is mainly accurate with only occasional minor errors.  The 
student shows a consistently secure grasp of grammar and is able to manipulate 
complex language accurately.  The student uses a wide range of vocabulary 
appropriate to the context and the task. 

7–8  

The language produced is generally accurate, but there are some minor errors.  The 
student shows a generally good grasp of grammar and is often able to manipulate complex 
language accurately.  The student uses a good range of vocabulary appropriate to the 
context and the task. 

5–6  

The language produced is reasonably accurate, but there are a few serious errors.  The 
student shows a reasonable grasp of grammar and is sometimes able to manipulate 
complex language accurately.  The student uses a reasonable range of vocabulary 
appropriate to the context and the task. 

3–4  
The language produced contains many errors.  The student shows some grasp of grammar 
and is occasionally able to manipulate complex language accurately.  The student uses a 
limited range of vocabulary appropriate to the context and the task. 

1–2  
The language produced contains many errors of a basic nature.  The student shows little 
grasp of grammar and is rarely able to manipulate complex language accurately.  The 
student uses a very limited range of vocabulary appropriate to the context and the task. 

0 The student produces nothing worthy of credit. 

 

 

Minor errors are defined as those which do not affect communication. 

 

Serious errors are defined as those which adversely affect communication. 

 

Minor errors include: 

incorrect but close to correct spellings 

incorrect genders and consequential errors of agreement 

incorrect or missing accents unless these alter the meaning. 

 

Serious errors include: 

incorrect verb forms especially irregular forms 

incorrect use of pronouns 

missing or incorrect agreements of adjectives or past participles. 

 

Complex language includes: 

use of pronouns of all types 

tenses that support conceptual complexity (as in si sentences) 

connectives supporting a range of subordinate clauses including those requiring subjunctive 

constructions with verbs and verbs followed by infinitive with correct preposition 

use of present and past participles. 

 

The above examples are neither prescriptive nor exhaustive. 
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Assessment Objective 4 
 

 

AO4 marks should be awarded for relevant evidence drawn from the student’s individual research, (ie 

evidence beyond that in the written source text provided), and for the success with which students use 

that evidence in their essay.  (For examples, see items not marked as AO2 in indicative content). 
  

Research project essay AO4 

Mark Descriptors 

 

 
17–20 

Very good critical and analytical response 

Very good knowledge and understanding of the research topic covered in the essay.  
Students consistently select relevant information to support their arguments.  They 
consistently use appropriate evidence to justify their conclusions, demonstrating a very 
good evaluation of the research topic. 

 

13–16 

Good critical and analytical response 

Good knowledge and understanding of the research topic covered in the essay.  Students 
often select relevant information to support their arguments.  They often use appropriate 
evidence to justify their conclusions, demonstrating a good evaluation of the research topic. 

 

 
9–12 

Reasonable critical and analytical response 

Reasonable knowledge and understanding of the research topic covered in the essay.  
Students sometimes select relevant information to support their arguments.  They 
sometimes use appropriate evidence to justify their conclusions, demonstrating a 
reasonable evaluation of the research topic. 

 

 
5–8 

Limited critical and analytical response 

Some knowledge and understanding of the research topic covered in the essay.  Students 
occasionally select relevant information to support their arguments.  They occasionally use 
appropriate evidence to justify their conclusions, demonstrating a limited evaluation of the 
research topic. 

 

 
1–4 

Very limited critical and analytical response 

A little knowledge and understanding of the research topic covered in the essay.  Students 
rarely select relevant information to support their arguments.  They rarely use appropriate 
evidence to justify their conclusions, demonstrating a very limited evaluation of the research 
topic. 

0 The student produces nothing worthy of credit in response to the question. 
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Indicative content 
 

Question 6 
 
Research topic: The role of women in Panjabi society 
 

‘pNjabI smaj iv<c ]OrqA wI siQqI iv<c ijhfa suWar hoxa cahIwa sI [uh ]je q<k nhIM ho sik]a .’ izs kQn 

wI puStI krn lzI pNjabI smaj iv<c ]OrqA wI BUimka wa ivSleSx kro . 

 

• Background of women’s status in Panjabi society. (AO2) 
 

• Women hold prominent positions in Panjabi society. (AO2) 
 

• Only rich people’s girls acquire higher education. (AO2) 
 

• Labour-class women are paid less compared to men. (AO2) 
 

• The labour-class women have to work longer hours. (AO2) 
 

• Some of the labour-class women face mental and physical abuse.  
 

• Most labour-class women are malnourished. 
 

• Some Panjabi women sacrificed their lives because of demand of dowry from their in-laws. 
 

• Some Panjabi women stay in abusive relationship because they don’t want to be stigmatised as ‘a 
lone woman or a divorced woman’. 

 

• Some Panjabi families get their daughters married into an influential family to support their financial 
status. 

 
The above is not exhaustive. 
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Question 7 
 

Research topic: Social issues in the Punjab 

 

pNjab wI]A mu<K smaijk sm<is]avA wa ivSleSx kro . suJa] iw{, pNjab srkar iznHA sm<is]avA we h<l lzI 

ikhfe kwm [uTa skwI hE ? 

 

• Many Panjabi people spend lots of money on weddings to show off. (AO2) 
 

• Some Panjabi families still abort their female child due to fear of dowry. (AO2) 
 

• The shopkeepers make profits through adulteration of edible goods. (AO2) 
 

• The majority of the Punjab Government officials are corrupt. (AO2) 
 

• The mafia/gang culture is booming due to the corrupt officials or politicians. (AO2)  
     

• Take steps to make the farming of small and marginal farmers profitable. 
 

• Anti female foeticide law should be strictly implemented. 
 

• There should be strict punishment for adulteration of edible goods. 
 

• The corrupt Punjab government officials should get strict punishment. 
 

• The Punjab government should create a task force to finish mafia/ gang culture. 
 
The above is not exhaustive. 
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Question 8  
 

Research topic: Tourism in the Punjab 

 

pNjab we KeqrI Kaix]A wa vrxn krwe hoze ilKo ik pNjab we Kaxe ]qe Kaix]A ¥ pka[ux we DNgA [u>qe ikhfe 

ivweSI pRBav hn . 

• Panjabi cuisine is associated with food from the Punjab region of India and Pakistan. 
 

• Panjabi cuisine is known for its wide range of vegetarian and meat dishes as well as butter-like 
flavour. 

 

• There are many styles of cooking available in the Punjab, however, tandoor cooking style has become 
quite popular. 

 

• Cornmeal Chapati and mustard leafy greens are the main dishes of the Punjab. 
 

• Dairy products are a prominent part of Panjabi cuisine. 
 

• Food additives, spices and chutneys are used to enhance the flavour of the dishes. 
 

• Background how invaders looted the Punjab and influenced Panjabi cuisine. (AO2) 
 

• The fleeing Panjabis from Pakistan brought with them tandoor. (AO2) 
 

• The samosa came from Persia, however, filling was adapted to the local taste of the people. (AO2)  
 

• From the Northwest Frontier arrived the simple but robust flavour of a nomadic people. (AO2) 
 

• The British people left a strong imprint on the Panjabi foods and cooking techniques. (AO2) 
 

 
The above is not exhaustive. 
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Question 9 
 
Research topic: Partition of the Punjab in 1947 
 

]aWuink pNjabI smaj qe 1947 wI Barq ]qe paiksqan wI vNd we pRBav wa ivSleSx kro . suJa] iw{ ik 

pNjab srkar ]aWuink pNjabI smaj qe vNd we pRBav ¥ G<t krn lzI ikhfe kwm [uTa skwI hE . 

 

• Had it not been for the partition of the Punjab, Lahore and Amritsar would have developed a lot. (A02) 
 

• The villages on both sides of the border are underdeveloped due to the fear of war. (A02) 
 

• Punjabs on both sides had to bear a huge cost when trade was stopped between the two countries. 
(A02) 

 

• Some industries migrated out of the Punjab because of wars between India and Pakistan due to the 
Punjab being a cross-border state. (A02) 

 

• Arms race between two countries adversely affects economic progress and welfare of the people in 
both countries. (A02) 

 

• The border, water supply or any other disputes should be resolved through high level talks between 
the two countries. 

 

• Ease visa restrictions so that people could see their relatives in the west Punjab. 
 

• Allow singers and actors to perform in the west Punjab to encourage cultural ties. 
 

• Organise friendly cricket matches between the two countries and allow Pakistani players to play in the 
Indian Premier League cricket matches. 

 

• Sign bilateral trade agreements to encourage trade between the two countries so that people on both 
sides of the border could benefit. 

 
The above is not exhaustive. 
 
 
 

 

 
 


