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Answer all questions.

QUESTION 1
Study the sources below and then answer the question which follows.

Source A

Some say that plays are the devil's sermons. For my part, | do not agree with such
disagreeable censors. | think in stage plays may be much good, well-written comedies
and especially tragedies. Plays are in no way intended to dishonour our own true Lord,
nor honour his enemy.

[Sir John Harington, writing in his book Nugae Antiquae, written in the sixteenth century]

Source B

Do they not maintain obscene foolery and idleness? Do they not encourage prostitution
and uncleanness? For proof, look at the flocking and running to the Theatres, night and
day, to see plays where such rude speeches, such laughing and jeering, such kissing
and glancing of lustful eyes and the like is used.

[Philip Stubbes, writing in his pamphlet The Anatomy of Abuses, published in 1583]

What can be learnt from Sources A and B about attitudes towards the theatre in Elizabethan
times? [4]
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QUESTION 2

Study the source below and then answer the question which follows.

Source C

Mr Francis Bacon spoke and argued against enclosures and the decrease in growing
crops. He brought in a bill against the enclosure of land, which firstly brings in idleness,
secondly the decline of crop farming, thirdly the decline of charity and fourthly makes the

Realm poor.

[An extract from a debate in the House of Commons about the increase in sheep farming.
5 November, 1597]

To what extent does this source accurately reflect the causes of poverty in Elizabethan times? [8]

[In your answer you should refer to the strengths and limitations of the source and use your own
knowledge and understanding of the historical context.]
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QUESTION 3

Why was the Elizabethan Religious Settlement significant in dealing with the problem of
religion during this period? [12]
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QUESTION 4

Explain the connections between two of the following that are to do with the government of
Elizabeth I. [10]

The role of Parliament
Freedom of speech
Peter Wentworth

The issue of taxation
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QUESTION 5

Read the interpretation below and then answer the question which follows.

The Rebellion of the Northern Earls was soon under way and was the most serious
threat to Elizabeth. It swept across northern England. Thousands were joining in. Had
Elizabeth’s forces not held York — and, more importantly, had the promised Papal Bull of
Excommunication arrived — the rebellion could have surged southwards and probably
toppled Elizabeth.

[Professor Jack Scarisbrick, an historian, writing in an article entitled
‘Was Pius V right to excommunicate Elizabeth I?’ published on the website Catholic Herald
in 2020. Catholic Herald publishes on Catholic news, analysis and culture]

How far do you agree with this interpretation of the seriousness of the threat from the Rebellion of
the Northern Earls? [16]

[In your answer you should refer to how and why interpretations of this issue differ. Use your
own knowledge and understanding of the wider historical debate over this issue to reach a
well-supported judgement.]

Marks for spelling, punctuation and the accurate use of grammar and specialist terms are allocated
to this question. [3]
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